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Our Library Selection Policy

Introduction

All Saints of North America Orthodox Library is the official library of the Eastern American Diocese of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia.  In this capacity, the library serves diocesan clergy and parishioners, as well as Orthodox Christians from other jurisdictions, friends, visitors, students, and researchers.  The library strives with its collection of books, periodicals, and AV materials to provide the best and most significant titles for adults and children on the Orthodox faith as well as material directly related to the Faith.

The collection will include a wide range of titles spanning the entire Dewey Decimal Classification range, 001-999.  Additionally, the collection will contain representative Orthodox journals and audiovisual materials that meet our selection criteria.

General Criteria

Each title must be considered on its own merits.  There is no single standard that can be applied in all cases when making the decision to include the title in the library’s collection.  Among the general criteria that should be considered are:

1.  Inclusion in special lists and standard bibliographies on Orthodoxy

2.  Readability and clarity

3.  Current and historical value

4.  Reputation and significance of the author

5.  Insight into the subject

6.  Importance and appropriateness as an Orthodox document

7.  Timeliness

8.  Quality of writing

9.  Relevance to our library’s goals and purpose

10.  Level of treatment

Collection Areas by Subject

The library collects adult and children’s materials in the following subject areas:

1.  Copies of Holy Scripture in various translations and languages

2.  Orthodox prayer books and service books in various translations and languages

3.  Books and AV materials about all aspects of the Orthodox Faith.  This could include but is not limited to lives of the saints, patristics, apologetics, music, iconography, polemics, Bible commentaries, Christian life, sacraments.

4.  Writings of the Church Fathers

5.  Materials about Eastern European, Middle and Near Eastern, and English history, culture, literature, philosophy, and art (including Byzantium)

6.  Sheet music of the Orthodox Church liturgical and non-liturgical music in various languages

7.  Maps and atlases (current and historical) of Eastern Europe, Europe, Middle East, Greece, Russia, U.S., England, and the World.

8.  Works by and about Greek, Roman and Asian antiquity including works of philosophy, literature, art, drama, and poetry.

9.  Cookbooks of Greek, Russian, Mediterranean cuisines and Vegan cookbooks.

10.  Journals on the Orthodox Faith (selected issues or full runs)
11.  Photos/pictures on any of the above subjects

12.  Significant works of classical fiction by Russian, East European, U.S., English, and Greek authors.

13.  Selected works of fiction set during the early centuries of Christianity

14.  Biographies of individuals whose lives relate to the above subjects, time periods, or other important aspects of Christianity.

15.  Children’s classics at various reading levels.

16.  Fairy tales from Greece, Arab, Russian, East European countries for adults and children

17.  AV materials on Christian subjects which could include, but are not limited to, lectures, music, Biblical epics, and services.
18.   Recordings of classical music by composers up to the Enlightenment Era.

Revised 11/2009

