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Library Reference Guide
Fr. John’s Recommended Books for Catechumens
Introduction---For Adults---For Children---For Teens
Introduction

This Guide is compiled to assist the catechumens at All Saints Church in selecting appropriate books to read to learn about various aspects of the Orthodox faith while studying as a catechumen.   The Guide is divided into sections for reading by adults, children and teens.  The Teen section includes some titles where the reading level will appeal to the early teenage years and some titles of a more adult reading level for the later teenage years.
For Adults
Carlton, Clark.  The Faith: understanding Orthodox      Christianity, an Orthodox catechism.  
     Salisbury, MA: Regina Orthodox Press, 1997.  Call no.  238.19 Car
Carlton, Clark.  The Way: what every Protestant should know about the Orthodox Church.       

     Salisbury, MA: Regina Orthodox Press, 1997.  Call no.  281.9 Car
Chariton, Igumen, of Valamo.  The Art of prayer, an Orthodox anthology.  Translated by E. 
     Kadloubovsky and E. M. Palmer.  London: Faber and Faber Limited, 1966.  Call no.  264.1 
     Cha

Dorotheos of Gaza.   Discourses & sayings.  Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 1977.  Call no.  
     248.27 Dor

John of Damascus, Saint.  On the divine images: three apologies against those who attack the 
     divine images.  Translated by David Anderson.  Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
     Press, 1980.  Call no.  248.3 Joh

John of Shanghai and San Francisco, Saint.  Russian Orthodox Church Abroad: a short history.  
     Jordanville:  Holy Trinity Monastery, 1997.  Call no.  281.947 Joh*

The Living God, a catechism for the Orthodox faith, vols. 1 and 2.  Translated from  the French 
     by Olga Dunlop.  Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1989.  Call no. 238.19 Liv  
     vol. #
Nektarios Antonopoulos, Arch.  The Return: repentance and confession, the return to God and 
     His church.  Revised translation  by Caroline Robinson.  Akritas Publications, 2002.  Call no.  
     234.5 Ant

Pomazansky, Protopresbyter Michael.  Orthodox dogmatic theology, a concise exposition.  
     Translated and edited by Hieromonk Seraphim Rose.  Platina: St. Herman of Alaska 
     Brotherhood, 1997.  Call no.  230.19 Pom

Slobodskoy, Archpriest Seraphim.  The Law of God: for study at home and school.  Jordanville: 

     Holy Trinity Monastery, 1996.  Call no.  281.947 Slo

Sokolof, Archpriest D.  A Manual of the Orthodox Church’s Divine services.  Jordanville: Holy
     Trinity Monastery, 2001.  Call no. 264.019 Sok

Ware, Timothy.  The Orthodox Church.  New York: Penguin Books, 1997.  Call no. 281.9 War
Way of a pilgrim, and the pilgrim continues his way.  Blanco, TX: New Sarov Press, 1993. 
     Call no. 248.4819 Way 

What do we know about icons?  Translation by Rev. Dr. Constantine Terzopoulos.  Kareas, 
     Attiki, Greece: Holy Monastery of St. John the Baptist, 2001.  Call no.  704.948 Ter
For Children
Andrea, Mother.  My little Orthodox Christian feast days activity book.  North Ft. Myers: Saint
      Nicholas Monastery, 2005.  Call no. Children’s 263.9 And*

Bowie, Walter Russell.  The Story of Jesus for young people.  Illustrated by Robert Lawson.  

     New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1937.  Call no. Children’s 232.901 Bow

Cooke, Bev.  Keeper of the light: St. Macrina the elder, grandmother of saints.  Illustrated by
      Bonnie Gillis.  Ben Lomond: Conciliar Press, 2006.  Call no.  Children’s 20.2092 Coo

Cowie, Elizabeth.  The Abbot and I, as told by Josie the cat.  Illustrated by Sarah Selby.  Ben 
     Lomond: Conciliar Press, 2001.  Call no.  Children’s Fiction Cowie
Currier, Alvin Alexsi.  The Wonderful life of Russia’s Saint Sergius of Radonezh.  Illustrated by 
     Nadezda Glazunova.  Ben Lomond: Conciliar Press, 2001.  Call no.  Children’s 281.9092 Cur

Hronas, Georgia.  “Tell us about the angels, Grandma!”: the appearance and miracles of the 
     angels.  Minneapolis: Light and Life Publishing Company, 2006.  Call no.  235.3 Hro*

Legend of Saint Christopher.  Adapted by Margaret Hodges.  Illustrated by Richard Jesse 
     Watson.  Grand Rapids: Eerdman’s Books for Young Readers, 2002.  Call no.  Children’s 
     270.1092 Leg

Marchenko, Vyacheslav.  House of God.  Translated by Richard Thaddeus Betts.  Artwork by
     Elena Stefarova.  Indianapolis: Christ the Savior Brotherhood, 1997.  Call no.  Children’s 
     246.9 Mar*

Papademetriou, Dorrie.  North Star, St. Herman of Alaska.  Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
     Press, 2001.  Call no.  Children’s 281.9092 Pap

Vladimirov, Fr. Artemy.  Bless, O Lord: A Prayerbook for young children.  Translated by 

      Mother Nectaria McLees.  Artwork by Tatiana Kiselova.   Indianapolis: Christ the Savior
      Brotherhood, 1995.  Call no.  248.32 Vla

Vladimirov, Fr. Artemy.  The Path to confession.  Ash Grove, MI: Unexpected Joy Press, 2000.  
     Call no.  Children’s 234.166 Vla
For Teens
Bowie, Walter Russell.  The Story of Jesus for young people.  Illustrated by Robert Lawson.  

     New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1937.  Call no. Children’s 232.901 Bow

Gidus-Mecera, Ann Marie.  Journey across North America.  Illustrated by Kirilcheva Nadezhda.  

     St. Ignatius of Antioch Press, 2001.  Call no. 281.90922 Gid*

Hatch, Janene Pichot.  New apostles of Christ.  Syosset: Orthodox Church in America, 1980.  
     Call no.  Children’s 281.90922 Hat*  Bk 3

Hopko, Fr. Thomas.  The Orthodox faith: Spirituality.  Vol. 4.  Lathan, NY: Orthodox Church in 

     America, 1973.
Hopko, Fr. Thomas.  The Orthodox faith: Worship.  Vol. 2.  Lathan, NY: Orthodox Church in 
     America, 1983.  Call no.  281.9 Hop  vol. 2

Koulomzin, Sophie.  The Orthodox Church  through the ages, vol. 1 and 2.  New York: 

     Metropolitan Council Publications Committee, 1956.  Call no.   281.9 Kou*
Naumenko, Maria.  The Life of Saint Sergius, Wonderworker of Radonezh.  Jordanville: Holy 
     Trinity Monastery, 1992.  Call no.  Children’s 281.90924 Ser*

Naumenko, Maria.  The Life of righteous Father John, wonderworker of Kronstadt.  Jordanville: 
     Holy Trinity Monastery, 1993.  Call no.  281.90924 Johk*

Naumenko, Maria.  The Wonderworking Kursk root icon of the Mother of God, a short history 
     for young people.  Jordanville: Holy Trinity Monastery, 1995.  Call no. 246.53 Nau*

Nicozisin, Fr. George.  What every Orthodox Christian should know.   Minneapolis: Light and 
     Life Publishing Co., 1992.  
Pennock, Dee.  Who is God? Who am I? Who are you?  Illustrations by Sally Pierone.  
     Brookline: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, 1989.  Call no. 248.83 
     Pen

Philaret, Metropolitan of New York.  On the law of God.  Translated from the Russian by

     Hieromonk Varlaam Novakshonoff.  Chilliwack, B.C.: Synaxis Press, 1989,  Call no.  248.83 
     Phi*
Velimirovich, Bishop Nicolai.  Faith of the saints, a catechism.  Vol. 6.  Libertyville: St. Sava

      Serbian Orthodox Seminary, 2001.  Call no. 238.19 Vel
Velimirovich, Bishop Nicholai.  The Lord’s Prayer, a devout interpretation, and Three lessons 
     of the Orthodox faith.  Safford, AZ: St. Paisius Orthodox Monastery, 2001.  Call no. 242.722 
     Vel*  

Vladimirov, Fr. Artemy.  The Path to confession.  Ash Grove, MI: Unexpected Joy Press, 2000.  

     Call no.  Children’s 234.166 Vla

What do we know about icons?  Translation by Rev. Dr. Constantine Terzopoulos.  Kareas, 

     Attiki, Greece: Holy Monastery of St. John the Baptist, 2001.  Call no.  704.948 Ter
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