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Library Reference Guide

The Priesthood as a Vocation

Introduction--General—Books and Articles on the 


St. John Chrysostom
Priesthood—The Orthodox Parish Priest—Life and


 
Duties of the Orthodox Priest’s Wife—Web sites with
Information about the Priesthood as a Vocation—Seminarians

and Seminary life—Orthodox Seminaries in the United States—
Other schools—Women and the priesthood

Introduction
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8) This Guide is prepared for men who wonder if they are hearing the Voice that spoke to Isaiah, but who also wonder about what the life as an Orthodox priest or deacon will require of them.  This bibliography provides guidance and informational support to those interested in pastoral ministry or other professions of religious leadership. In this guide you will find books and periodicals, some of which are rare or out of print.  Important websites are  also listed.  A section on the role and life of the priest’s wife is included, as well as a list of Orthodox seminaries in the U.S. to assist prospective seminarians to locate the appropriate school. 
General—Books and Articles on the Priesthood
Allen, Fr. Steven.  “Come to the water: a convert’s journey to Holy Orthodoxy,”  Orthodox 
     America, Vol. 12, no. 3 (111),  (October 1991), p. 11.
Basil, Bishop.  “Glory of the priesthood.”  Address by His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita and 

     Mid-America, Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.  Given 

     February 24, 2005, at St. Tikhon’s Seminary for the Clergy Retreat of the OCA.  Your 
     Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 21, no. 1 (Spring 2005), p. 32-37.

Bressem, Michael.  “Why the Orthodox church needs deacons.”  Again, Vol. 28, no. 3 (Fall
     2006), p. 14-17.  

Dmitri, Archbishop.  “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.”  Dawn, Vol. 30, no. 1 
     (Spring 2008), p. 7-8, 10.  

Dragas, Protopresbyter George D.  “Fostering vocations to the priesthood.”  Your Diocese Alive 
     in Christ, Vol. 16, no. 3 (Winter 2000), p. 21-26.  

Glagolev, Fr. Sergei.  “What we need is pastors.”  Your Diocese Alive, Vol. 2, no. 2 (July-Aug.

      1985), p. 6-7.  

Herman, Archbishop.  “The Pastor: A Man of prayer.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 12, 

     no. 1 (Spring 1996), p. 38-41.  

Hill, Fr. George.  “My journey to the priesthood of the Orthodox Church.”  Your Diocese Alive
      in Christ, Vol. 20, no. 3 (Winter, 2004), p. 31-39.

Hutnick, Fr. Stephen.  “Vocations are everybody’s business.”   Two articles:

     Article 1:  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 53, no. 9 (Sept. 2003), p. 20-21.

     Article 2:  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 53,no. 11 (Nov. 2003), p. 21-22. 

Kristof, V. Rev. Dennis.  “Tradition:  Ordination.”  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 53, no. 11
     (Nov. 2003), p. 11.

Liolin, Fr. Arthur E.  “The Priest: A Spiritual father to his flock.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, 

     Vol. 17, no. 3 (Winter 2001), p. 13-18.

Meyendorff, Dr. Paul.  “The Priesthood of the laity.”  Again, Vol. 28, no. 3 (Fall 2006), p. 10-13.  

“St. Cyril of Alexandria’s teaching on the priesthood.”  

     Pt. 1  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 16, no. 1 (Spring 2000), p. 19-23.

     Pt. 2  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 16, no. 2 (Summer 2000), p. 32-35. 

     Pt. 3  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 17, no. 2 (Summer 2001), p. 44-50.

     Pt. 4: Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 17, no. 3 (Winter, 2001), p. 38-43

“St. Nicholas of Zhicha: A Friendly letter to a candidate for the priesthood.”  Your Diocese Alive
       in Christ, Vol. 12, no. 3 (Winter 1996), p. 59.
John Chrysostom, Saint.  Six books on the priesthood.  Translated and with an introduction by 
     Graham Neville.  Crestwood:  St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1984. 
Tikhon, Bishop of the Aleutian Islands and North America.  “Exhortation  to a new priest.” 

      Orthodox America, Vol. 9, no. 10 (90) (June 1989), p. 8.

“Vocations.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol.. 12, no. 2 (Summer 1996), p. 26-31.  On the
      need to develop vocations for the Church.
 “Why are Protestant schools producing Orthodox clergy?”  Again, Vol. 14, no. 3 (September 
     1991).  The entire issue is devoted to articles by Protestant pastors who have come to 
     Orthodoxy relating why they came.
The Orthodox Parish Priest and Deacon
“The Art of pastoral ministry.”  Orthodox America, Vol. 12, no. 8-9 (115-116), (March – June, 

     1992), p. 7.

Averky, Archbishop.  “The Essence and method of true pastoral care in our times.”  Orthodox 

     Life, Vol. 47, no. 3 (May-June, 1997), p. 7-19.

Belyaev, Fr. Afanasy I.  “The Diary of Archpriest Afanasy I. Belyaev, Rector of the 

     Fyodorovsky Cathedral in Tsarskoye Selo.”  

     Pt. 1:  Orthodox Life, Vol. 53, no. 2 (March-Apr., 2003), p. 35-48.

     Pt. 2:  Orthodox Life, Vol. 54, no. 3 (May-June, 2004), p. 2-29.

Compendium of regulations, statutes and laws of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 

     Russia 2006.  New York: Synodal Chancery of the ROCOR, 2006.  

Duty of Parish priests in the Orthodox Church.  Bishop George Konissky of Mogileff assisted by 

     Bishop Parthenius of Smolensk.  Willits: Eastern Orthodox Books, n.d.

John (Maximovitch), Archbishop.  “Participation of clergy in public life.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 

     42, no. 3 (May-June 1991), p. 3-4.  

“Letters of a village priest.”  Orthodox America, Vol. 9, no. 2 (82), (August, 1988), p. 4-5.

Linsinbigler, Fr. Harry.  “The Place of the presbyter in the parish.”  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 56, no. 2 (Feb. 2006), p. 14-15. 
Liolin, Fr. Arthur E.  “Who is the spiritually healthy priest.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 
     17, no. 2, (Summer 2001), p. 14-19.

Lukianov, Fr. Valery.  “On being a spiritual father in our times.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 38, no. 2, 

     (March-Apr. 1988), p. 41-49.  



Moses, Fr. Paul W.  “Fond memories.”  The Word, Vol. 53, no. 5 (May 2009), p. 15-16, 21-22.
Peck, Fr. John.  “An Interview with a parish priest on parish renewal.”  Handmaiden, Vol. 6, no. 

     2, (Spring 2002), p. 5-13.  

Naumenko, Fr. Gregory.  “Churching our Youth.”

     Pt. 1: Orthodox America, Vol. 16, no. 2 (142), (August 1996), p. 6-7

     Pt. 2: Orthodox America, Vol. 16, no. 3-4 (143-144), (Sept.-Dec. 1996), p. 14-15.  

Naumenko, Fr. Gregory. “Pastoral practice and contemporary moral questions.”  Orthodox Life, 

     Vol. 42, no. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1992), p. 29-45.  The modern moral crisis, contraception, abortion, 
     amniocentesis, artificial method of conception, television, suicide are some of the topics 

     covered.
Pomazansky, Protopresbyter Michael.  “The Purpose of the Orthodox parish.”  Orthodox 
     America, Vol. 6, no. 6 (146), (Feb. 1997), p. 7.  

Potapov, Fr. Victor.  “The Most important part of a pastor’s work.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 50, no. 

     3, (May-June 2000), p. 7-12.

Rowe, Deacon Christopher.  “Called to serve.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 13, no. 3, 
     (Winter 1997), p. 38-39, 47.

Shahovskoy, Archbishop John.  The Orthodox pastor: A Guide to pastoral theology.  2nd ed.

     Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2008.  
Speier, V. Rev. Nicholas.  “Everything has its time (convert parishes need renewal, too!)”  

     Handmaiden, Vol. 6, no. 2, (Spring 2002), p. 14-17.

Tikhon of Zadonsk, Saint.  “On the duty of the flock toward the pastor.”  Orthodox America, 

     Vol. 12, no. 8-9 (115-116), (March-June 1992), p. 7.

Tikhon of Zadonsk, Saint.  “The way of duty.”  From the book Journey to Heaven: Counsels on 

     the particular duties of every Christian.  Chapter 2 discusses the Duties of pastors.  Tree of 
     Life, Vol. 12, no. 1, (Spring 1996), p. 13-16.  

Touloumes, Deacon Photios.  “The Ministry of the deacon.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 31, no. 5 
     (Sept-Oct. 1981), p. 44-47.  

Vansuch, Archpriest Eugene.  “The Pastor: Call and response.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, 
     Vol. 14, no. 3 (Winter 1998), p. 51-54.  

Veronis, Fr. Luke A.  “The Universe as our parish.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 19, no. 1, 

     (Spring 2003), p. 15-17.

“Vocations: Priests who make a difference: Father Daniel Ressetar: An Example of multi-

     dimensional Orthodox Christian ministry.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 11, no. 3 

     (Winter 1995), p. 26-28.  

Zacharias, Archimandrite.  “Spiritual fatherhood: as a ministry of reconciliation between God 

     and man.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 17, no. 1 (Spring 2001), p. 13-17, 60.
Life and Duties of the Orthodox Priest’s Wife

Abdalah, Khouriye Joanne.  “No job description.”  Handmaiden, Vol. 1, no. 3 (Summer 1996),

     p. 61-63.  

Anderson, Sabine.  “Perspectives of a military Matushka.”  Handmaiden, Vol. 6, no. 3 (Summer 

     2002), p. 60-63.

DeTrana, Mary Ann.  “The Challenge of clergy family life.”  Handmaiden, Vol. 2, no. 1 (Winter 

     1997), p. 13-16.   Sidebar: “Crash course for the pastor’s-wife-to-be.”

Oleksa, Fr. Michael and Fr. John Shimchick.  “Matushka Olga Michael.”  Handmaiden, Vol. 3, 

     no. 1 (Winter 1998), p. 40-45.

Presley, Fran.  “Parasceva Brooks: Matushka of a mission parish.”  Handmaiden, Vol. 9, no. 3 

     (Summer, 2005), p. 60-64.  

Zahirsky, Matushka Valerie.  “The Orthodox clergy wife.”  Orthodox Family Life, Vol. 5, no. 4 

     (Summer, 2000).  Also at: http://www.theologic.com/oflweb/index.htm
Web Sites with information about the Priesthood as a Vocation
Committee on Diaconal Vocations, Orthodox Church in America.

     http://www.oca.org/DOdept.asp?SID=5&LID=20
     A description of the Diaconal Vocations Program, the program of study and how to apply.  
     Also information on the annual diaconal liturgical practicum.
Faculty Vocation Grants.  Office of Vocation and Ministry.  Hellenic College, Brookline, MA

     http://www.hchc.edu/assets/files/OVM/Faculty%20Vocation%20Grants/OVM-RFP-2008-  2009.pdf
     Describes this grant from the Lilly Foundation and the requirements to apply.
“Materials of the Vth International Theological Conference of the Russian Orthodox Church:  
     Orthodox teaching on the sacraments of the Church, Moscow, 13-16 November 2007.”    . 
     Russian Orthodox Church  Synodal Theological Commission.  Section V of this Conference 
     includes full text of papers from  nine presenters on  the Sacrament of the Holy Orders,” 
     including the priesthood.     http://theolcom.ru/ru/full_text.php?TEXT_ID=343
“The Priesthood as Vocation.”  Studies for Today’s Christians: A series of papers prepared by 
     the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Russian Church in America concerning contemporary 
     issues.  http://www.holy-trinity.org/morality/synod-priesthood.html
“The Orthodox Churches and priestly celibacy,” by Damaskinos Papandreou.  Orthodox 
    Research Institute.  

     http://www.orthodoxresearchinstitute.org/articles/misc/damaskinos_celibacy.htm
Priesthood/Monasticism.  Orthodox Church in America.  This page contains questions and 
     answers regarding becoming a priest, ordination, late vocations, and more. 
     http://www.oca.org/QAindex-priesthoodmonasticism.asp?SID=3
Seminarians and Seminary Life

Applegate, Brent.  “Life at St. Vladimir’s: Richard and Jaime
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     Rene.”  Canadian Orthodox Messenger, 14:2 (Spring 
     2003), p. 5-6.  



Gorodenchuk, Fr. Victor.  “Diocese launches late vocations 
     Diaconate  program.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 
     24, no. 1 (Winter/Spring 2008), p. 36-37.  


Gregory, Hieromonk.  “Seminaries: What were and are they 
     for?” 

     Pt. 1:  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 56, no. 7-8 (July-
     Aug. 2006), p. 10-12
     Pt. 2:  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 56, no. 9 (Sept. 
      2006), p. 12-14

     Pt. 3:  Ukrainian Orthodox Word, Vol. 56, no. 10 (Oct. 2006) , p. 8-9
“Holy Trinity Seminary, 1948-1998.”  Orthodox America, Vol.18, no. 3-4 (159-160), (Sept.-

     Dec. 1998), p.  10-11.

Tikhonaire.  (Yearbook of St. Tihkon’s Seminary.)  Published annually.  South Canaan, PA: St. 
     Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary.

Vasyl, Seminarian.  “A Seminarian’s letter to his friend about what it means to have a Vocation.”  
     Ukrainian Orthodox  Word, Vol. 56, no. 3, March 2006, p. 23.


    
“Vocations: Our Journey to St. Tikhon’s Seminary,” by Richard L. (John) Armstrong.  Your 
     Diocese Alive in  Christ, Vol. 15, no. 1 (Spring 1999), p. 45-48.

Orthodox Seminaries in the United States
Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary (Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia)
P.O. Box 36, Jordanville, NY 13361

Phone: 315-858-0945

Email:  info@hts.edu
http://www.hts.edu
Christ the Savior Seminary (American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the USA)
225 Chandler Avenue, Johnstown, PA 15906 
Phone: 814-539-0116
The Most Rev. Metropolitan Nicholas, President and Rector
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Dean.

E-mail: csseminary@atlanticbb.net
http://www.acrod.org/seminary.html





Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology (Greek Archdiocese )
Hellenic College
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50 Goddard Ave., Brookline, MA 02445



Phone:  617-731-3500






http://holycross.hchc.edu/holycross/about/contact.html
St. Tikhon's Orthodox Seminary (Orthodox Church in America)      Holy Trinity Seminary
P.O. Box 130, South Canaan, PA 18459
Phone: 570-937-4411; Fax: 570-937-3100 




Holy Trinity Seminary
Email:  info@stots.edu
http://www.stots.edu
St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary (Orthodox Church in America)

575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY 10707-1699

Phone: 914-961-8313

Email:  info@svots.edu
http://www.svots.edu
St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary (Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA)
P.O. Box 495, South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

Phone:  732-356-0090

Email: StSophiaSeminary@aol.com
http://www.uocofusa.org/seminary.html
Other Schools

The Orthodox Pastoral School

ROCOR Diocese of Chicago and Detroit

The Very Reverend Father Martin Swanson, Ph.D. Dean and Program Director
127 E. Clinton Place, #2a, Kirkwood, MO 63122
email: frmartin@orthodoxtheologicalschool.org
Women and the Priesthood

Monk at St. Tikhon’s Monastery.  “Why women cannot be ordained as Orthodox priests and 
     bishops.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ, Vol. 5, no. 1 (Spring 1989), p. 18-22.

Philips, Deacon Andrew.  “Some reasons why the Orthodox Church does  not admit women to 

     the priesthood.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 43, no. 2 (March-Apr, 1993), p. 43-47.

“Viewpoint:  Women and the priesthood.”  Your Diocese Alive in Christ,” Vol. 8, no. 3 (Winter 
     1992), p. 38-42, 45.
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