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A question that is often posed to Orthodox Christians concerns the differences between the Orthodox and the Roman Catholic churches.  Orthodox Christian  need to understand these differences in order to answer questions about the Orthodox faith put to them by Catholics and other inquirers, and to better understand Orthodoxy.  This Reference Guide brings together many articles and books that will assist in understanding the differences concerning many points in Orthodox and Roman Catholic theology, thus enlightening the reader on this important issue.  In addition material is provided on the history of the two religions including the origins of the schism, and the return of the Uniates to the Orthodox faith.
General Discussions about the Many Differences
Anthony, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galich.  How does Orthodoxy differ from Western 
     denominations?  St. Nectarios Educational Series No. 59.  Seattle: St. Nectarios American 

     Orthodox Church, n.d.  Also in Anthony’s Moral Teaching of the Orthodox Church, edited by 

     Archbishop Nikon.  New York: Diocesan Pub. House, 1967, p. 354-364.

Azkoul, Fr. Michael.  “What are the differences between Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism?”
     Saint Louis University.  Page on Eastern Orthodoxy.

     http://libguides.slu.edu/content.php?pid=36399&sid=317543
Damick, Fr. Andrew Stephen.  Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy.  Ben Lomond: Conciliar Press, 2011.

     See also the Ancient Faith Radio podcast of this book in 17 episodes at: 

     http://ancientfaith.com/podcasts/orthodoxyheterodoxy
Holy Monastery of Pantocrator.  Papism.  Eight articles on the difference falsehoods of Papism.
     http://www.impantokratoros.gr/Papism.en.aspx
Ivanov-Treenadzaty, Deacon Herman.  “The Vatican and Russia.”   Orthodox Christian 

     Information Center.  http://www.orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/vatican_russia.aspx.  The 

     Vatican and its ideology.
Kohanik, Peter C.  The Apostolic Orthodox faith and the separated papal Catholicism.  Passaic, 

     NJ: Kohanik, 1958.

Michaila, Nun.  “A Discordant dialogue.”  Orthodox America, Vol.  7, no. 3 (63), Sept, 1986,
     p. 8-9.

Nicozisin, Fr. George.  What every Orthodox Christian should know.   Minneapolis: Light and 

    Life Publishing Company, 1992.

 “Orthodox/Catholic: What is the difference?”  Again, Vol. 18, no. 2, June, 1995.  The entire 

     issue is devoted to the issues and areas of disagreement between the two churches.  The 

     authors of the articles are from Roman Catholic backgrounds and are now Orthodox.

Orthodox Church  in America.  “Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism.”  On this page 

     Fr. John Matusiak answers 15 questions about  the Orthodox faith and the Roman Catholic 

     faith.     http://www.oca.org/QAindex-romancatholicism.asp?SID=3
Osipov, A. I.  “Why Orthodoxy is the True Faith.”  Transcript of a lecture delivered on 

     September 13, 2000 at the Meeting of the Lord School in Moscow.  5 part article appearing in 

     5 consecutive issues of Parish Life, January – May, 2001, pages vary.  Part of this article 

     is a comparison of  Roman and Orthodox theology.

Pulcini, Fr. Theodore.  Orthodoxy and Catholicism: what are the differences?  Ben Lomond: 
     Conciliar Press, 1995.

Roman, Dr. Alexander.   “Differences between Orthodox and Catholic.”  Ukrainian Orthodoxy.
     http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/questions/2005/differences.htm
     Explains the differences between Orthodox and Roman Catholics and presents a history of the 
     two churches.
Russian Orthodox Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Washington, D.C.  Under the link 

     “Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy” on the left side are many articles addressing the differences 

     between the Roman Catholic dogmas and beliefs and those of the Orthodox.
     http://www.stjohndc.org/Russian/english.htm
Russian Orthodox Church of the Three Saints.  “What are the differences between Orthodoxy
      and Roman Catholicism?”  http://www.3saints.com/orth_vs_cath.html
Schmemann, Alexander.  “The Orthodox Church, the World Council and Rome.”  St. Vladimir’s 
     Theological Quarterly:
     Pt. 1:  Vol. 3, no. 2 (1959), p.  40

     Pt. 2: Vol. 3, no. 3 (1959), p.  45-46

Sparks, Fr. Jack N.  “Ask Father . . . Differences between the Old Testament of the Orthodox 
     Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and various Protestant churches.”  Again, Vol. 21, no. 2, 
     April-June, 1999, p. 12.  

Upson, Rev. Stephen H. R.  Orthodoxy, Protestantism and Roman Catholicism.  Diocesan 

     Church School Commission, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S., n.d.

Welton, Michael.  “A Roman Catholic heeds the voice of the Early Church.”  Again, Vol. 20, 

     no. 3, Fall, 1997, p. 29-30.
     Author relates his beliefs as a Roman Catholic and how, through questioning some of them, 
     he found answers in the Orthodox Church.

Young, Fr. Alexey.  “Addressing the Roman: how to present Orthodoxy to a Roman Catholic.”  
     Orthodox America, Vol. 4, no. 2 (32), August, 1983, p. 10.

Young, Fr. Alexey.  Christianity or the papacy?  Liberty, TN:  St. John of Kronstadt Press, 199?

Young, Fr. Alexey.  Rush to embrace.  Richfield Springs, NY: Nikodemos Orthodox Publication 
     Society, 1996.

History of the Two Churches
Anastos, Milton V.  Constantinople and Rome, A Survey of the relations between Byzantium 

     and the Roman Churches.   http://libguides.slu.edu/content.php?pid=36399&sid=317543
     22 chapters in full text.
Carlucci, John.  “From Rome to Constantinople: a Journey to Orthodox catholicism.”  Again, 

     Vol. 18, no. 2 (June 1995), p. 8-10.

“The Council of Florence—The Fall of Constantinople.  St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church, 

     Las Vegas, NV.  

     http://www.lasvegasorthodox.com/library/history/articles/Council_of_Florence.htm
“Great schism of 1054.”  St. John the Baptist Orthodox Cathedral, Washington, D.C.  Parish 
     Life, June 1990, p. 1-6.  

“Great schism of 1054.”  St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV.  

     http://www.lasvegasorthodox.com/library/history/articles/Schism-The_Great_Schism_of_1054.htm
Guettee, Abbe.  The Papacy: its historic origin and primitive relations with the Eastern
    Churches.  New York: Minos Publishing, n.d.  

Keller, Fr. Daniel.  “Rome and Orthodoxy: roots of the ancient schism.”  Again, Vol. 18, no. 2 

     (June 1995), p. 4-7.

Mangels, Fr. John A.  “A Union of faith.”  Again, Vol. 18, no. 2 (1995), p. 20-25.  
Ostroumoff, Ivan N.  The History of the Council of Florence.  Translated by Basil Popoff.  

     Boston: Holy Transfiguration Monastery, 1971.

Pelikan, Jaroslav.  “The Theological origin of the schism.”  In The Spirit of Eastern Christendom 
     (600-1700).  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974, p. 170-183.
Photios, Saint.  On the mystagogy of the Holy Spirit.  Translated by Holy Transfiguration 

     Monastery.  Astoria: Studion Publishers, 1983.  

Popoff, Basil, and J. M. Neale, eds.  An Orthodox history of the unjust union of the Council of 
     Florence.  London: Joseph Master, 1861.   Also published by New York: American 

     Review of Eastern Orthodoxy, 1962.

Schmemann, Alexander.  The Historical road to Eastern Orthodoxy.  Translated by Lydia W. 

     Kesich.  New York: Holt, Rinehard and Winston, 1963.  

Ware, Timothy.  “Byzantium, II: The Great Schism.”  In The Orthodox Church.  New York:  

     Penguin Books, 1997, p. 43-72.  This chapter is also at 
     http://www.fatheralexander.org/booklets/english/history_timothy_ware_1.htm#n4
Zernov, Nicolas.  The Russians and their Church.  London: SPCK, 1964.  Also published by St. 

     Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1978.  
Examining Specific Teachings
Charitos, Minas.  The Repose of our most Holy and Glorious Lady the Theotocos and Ever-
     Virgin Mary and her translation to Heaven.  Translated by J. Vlesmas.  Chicago: The 

     Orthodox Christian Educational Society, 1963.  The Preface in this book explains the 

     difference in the teachings relating to the Assumption of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 

     churches.

Clapsis, Rev. Emmanuel.  “Papal primacy.”  Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

     http://www.goarch.org/ourfaith/ourfaith8523
Cognetti, Fr. Gregorio.  “The Pope who condemned primacy.”  Orthodox America, Vol. 14, no. 

     2-3 (126-127), Sept-Oct, 1993, p. 7

Erickson, John H.  “Leavened and unleavened: some theological implications of the Schism of 

     1054.”  St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Vol. 14, no. 3 (1970), p. 155-176.

“The Filioque: A Church-dividing issue? An Agreed statement of the North American Orthodox-

     Catholic Theological Consultation Saint Paul’s College, Washington, D.C., October, 2003.”  

     Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas.  Also in St. 
     Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Vol. 48, no. 1 (2004), p. 93-124.
     http://www.scoba.us/resources/orthodox-catholic/2003filioque.html
Khomyakov, Aleksei S.  “On the Western confessions of faith.”  In Ultimate question: an 
     anthology of modern Russian religious thought.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 

     1965, p. 31-69.  Also at 

     http://www.archangelsbooks.com/articles/east_west/WesternConfessions_Khomiakov.asp
Khrapovitsky, Metropolitan Anthony.  “The Infallibility of the Pope according to Vladimir 

     Soloviev.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 37, no. 4, July-Aug, 1987, p. 36-43.

Mack, Fr. John.  “Ask Father: . . .On the difference between the Orthodox view of life after death

      and the Roman Catholic view with respect to the belief in Purgatory.”  Again, Vol. 23, no. 3, 

     July-Sept., 2001, p. 26.

Macris, Fr. George. “A Comparison of the spirituality of Francis of Assisi with that of St. 

     Seraphim of Sarov.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 49, no. 3, May-June, 1999, p. 35-50.

Mack, Fr. John.  “Ask Father: I would like to know the difference between the Orthodox view of

     life after death and the Roman Catholic view with respect to the belief in Purgatory.”  Again, 

     Vol. 23, no. 3, July-Sept., 2001, p. 26.

Metrophanes, Schema-monk.  Blessed Paisius Velichkovsky, the man behind the Philokalia. 

     Platina: St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 2004, p. 200-202

     Letter to a Uniate priest who came to doubt the truth of the changed Creed.

Morris, Fr. John.  “Ask Father . . . Regarding the relationship between and differences between

     the Orthodox church and the Catholic church.”  Again, Vol. 25, no. 3 July-Sept. 2003, p. 28.  

     Addresses these questions:  Teachings regarding the Immaculate Conception of Mary, 

     purgatory, Sacred Heart of Jesus, whether Roman Catholics are members of the Body of 

     Christ and are their sacraments without grace, and the incorrupt remains and healing miracles 

     of Catholic saints such as Catherine of Genoa and Bernadette Soubirous.

Myth of Papal infallibility.  Buffalo: Cenacle, 1990.  Also published by Liberty, TN: St. John of 

     Kronstadt Press, 1990.

Oleksa, Fr. Michael.  “What keeps us apart?”  Again, Vol. 18, no. 2 (June 1995), p. 21-23.

“The Orthodox veneration of Mary.”  Saint Louis University page on Eastern Orthodoxy.  

     http://libguides.slu.edu/content.php?pid=36399&sid=317543  Link to article at bottom of 

     page.

“Papal primacy.”  St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV.  

      http://www.lasvegasorthodox.com/library/Orthodox_doctrine/papal_Primacy.htm
Pelikan, Jaroslav.  “The Filique.”  In The Spirit of Eastern Christendom (600-1700).  Chicago: 

     University of Chicago Press, 1974, p. 183-198.
Pomazansky, Fr. Michael.  “The Proclamation by the Roman Church on the dogma of the 

     Immaculate conception and the dogma of the bodily assumption of the Mother of God.”  In 

     Orthodox dogmatic theology.  Platina: St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 1997, p. 192-195.  

Roman, Dr. Alexander.   “The Feast of the Dormition:  Comparing the Assumption.”  Ukrainian 

     Orthodoxy.  http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/articles/2005/dormition.htm
     Different perspective on the Dormition by Orthodox and Roman Catholics.
Romanides, John S.  “Fundamental difference between East and West.”  Christian Activist page.

     Greek Orthodox Church.  http://www.greekorthodoxchurch.org/romanorthodox.html
     Primary topics of these three lectures are the Schism and the Filioque issues.

Roman, Dr. Alexander.   “The Immaculate conception: The Holiness of the Mother of God in 

     East and West.”  Ukrainian Orthodoxy.

     http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/articles/catholic/holymother.htm  The 
     dogma of the Mother of God in the Eastern and Western churches compared.

“What does the Orthodox Church believe—and how do Roman Catholic belief and practice

     differ?”  Again, Vol. 18, no. 2 (June 1995), p. 16-17.
The Uniates

“Father Alexis Toth and the return of the emigrant Uniates to the Holy Church.”  Orthodox Life, 

      Vol.23, no. 4, July-Aug., 1973, p. 14-17.

Holy Monastery of Pantocrator.  Unia.  Three articles on Papism and Unia.

     http://www.impantokratoros.gr/unia-uniates.en.aspx
Holy new Hieromartyr Maximus Sandovich, his life and martyrdom, liturgical service & akathist 

     hymn in his honor.  Liberty: St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1998.  

Jorgenson, James.  “Father Alexis Toth and the transition of the Greek Catholic community in 

     Minneapolis to the Russian Orthodox Church.”  St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Vol. 

     32, no. 2 (1988), p. 119-138.

Luke, Hieromonk.  “Father Alexis Toth and his anniversary.”  Orthodox Life, Vol. 39, no. 3,

      May-June, 1989, p. 20-27.  

Maas, Nicholas.  “An Anniversary of mourning: Josaphat the Malevolent.”  Orthodox Christian 

     Information Center.  http://www.orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/josaphat_malevolent.aspx
Orthodox America, 1794-1976: development of the Orthodox Church in America.  Syosset: 
      Orthodox Church in America, 1975, p. 43-66.

Roman, Dr. Alexander.  “Orthodox in communion with Rome: the Trials and tribulations of

     Eastern churches.”  Ukrainian Orthodoxy.  

Roman,Jaroslav.  “The Establishment of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek 

     Catholic Diocese in 1938: a major Carpatho-Russian Uniate return to Orthodoxy.”  St. 

     Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, Vol. 20, no. 3 (1976), p. 132-160.

     http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/articles/catholic/communionWithRome.htm
Russin, Keith S.  “Father Alexis G. Toth and the Wilkes-Barre Litigation.”  St. Vladimir’s
      Theological Quarterly, Vol. 16, no. 3 (1972), p. 128-149.

Sawarynski, Fr. Deacon Mikhail.  One thousand year: a brief history of the Ukrainian Orthodox
      Church.  South Bound Brook: St. Sophia Seminary Press, 2004, p. 19, 24, 28-30, 43-48.

Stokoe, Mark and Fr. Leonid Kishkovsky.  Orthodox Christians in North America 1794-1994.  

     “Chapter 2: Immigration and conversion.”  Orthodox Church  in America.     
     http://www.oca.org/MVorthchristiansnamerica.asp?SID=1&Chap=CH2 
Taft, Robert F.  Anamnesis, not amnesia: the ‘Healing memories’ and the problem of  

     ‘Uniatism.’”  Saint Louis University page on Eastern Orthodoxy.
     http://jbburnett.com/resources/taft_uniatism-toronto2000.pdf
Tikhonaire, 1994.  South Canaan:  St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary, 1994.  This yearbook is 

     dedicated to the glorification of the holy and righteous Archpriest Alexis Toth.
Toth, Fr. Alexis.  Selected letters, articles, papers and sermons, 4 vol.s  Translated and edited by 

     George Soldatow.  Vol. 1: Chilliwack, B.C.: Synaxis Press, 1978 and 1988; Vol. 2: 

     Minneapolis: AARDM Press, 1982; Vol. 3-4: Minneapolis: AARDM Press, 1988.
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