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Introduction

This guide is compiled to assist parishes in identifying and locating materials needed to conduct services in the Orthodox Church.  Both liturgical text and musical sources are included and most are in the Slavic tradition and in English.  This guide is updated as more sources for this material become available. (This Guide is current as of November 2011.)

Online Liturgical and Musical Resources
Create a separate folder in your “Bookmarks” on your web browser and bookmark all these important sites below.

Anastasis.  Website of Archimandrite Ephrem, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Thyateira and

     Great Britain.  http://www.anastasis.org.uk/liturgic.htm
     Texts of the principal service books:  Octoechos, Triodion, Pentecostarion, Menaia, 
     Euchologion (Trebnik), and more.
The Diocesan Apostolate for Liturgical Music and Publications. American Carpatho-Russian 
     Orthodox Diocese of the USA.  http://www.acrod.org/ministries/music
     A good source of information about Znamenny chant (plain chant) as practiced by the 

     Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church, an opportunity to listen to it, and instructions on how to 

     sing it.
The Divine Music Project. http://www.stanthonysmonastery.org/music/Index.html
     Over 5000 pages of Byzantine music transcribed into Western notation according to the style 

     of chanting used on the Holy Mountain.  The scope covers the liturgies of St. John

     Chrysostom, St. Basil the Great, St. James, the Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts, various 

     doxologies and hymns for Vespers, Orthros, the Mysteries and the Menaion. Hymns provided 
     in  Elizabethan English, Modern English, and Greek.  Much of the music on this site can be 

     listened to.
Eastern American Diocese, Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.  Music Commission.

     http://eadiocese.org/MusicComm/en.musicindex.htm
     See The Church Singer’s Companion and Music from St. John the Baptist Cathedral for 

     collections of music for Vespers, Matins, Divine Liturgy, for Fixed Cycle and Paschal Cycle 

     Services.  Site also provides news updates relating to the activities of the Music Commission.

     Holy Cross Kliros. Orthodox Chant in English. http://www.holycross-hermitage.com/kliros
     Choose from Octoechos, Menaion, Triodion, Pentecostarion, Horologion, or Recent 

     Additions.  Under these headings is a growing number of musical selections, many of which 
     one can downloaded in pdf format or listened to.  Most music is Znamenny chant.
Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Church.  http://www.holytrinityorthodox.com/index.html
     Texts of Divine Liturgy and All Night Vigil Service in all 8 tones.

Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Church Orthodox., Baltimore, MD.  Calendar with Typicon.
http://www.holytrinityorthodox.com/calendar/index.php?year=2009&today=12&month=8&trp=0
     Consult this site for information on the saints commemorated and the Scriptural readings for 

     the day.
Liturgical Texts/Resources.  American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese of the USA

     http://www.acrod.org/prayercorner/textsresources
     Links to more online sources of Liturgical texts.
Musica Russica.  Sheet Music.  http://www.musicarussica.com/titles.lasso
     A commercial site.  Under “Orthodox Hymns in English” are listed 69 hymns from various 

     services featuring many orthodox composers.. Many samples can be heard, and all hymns can 

     be downloaded and viewed to decide whether to order it.  Also a good source for recorded 
     Russian choral music not found elsewhere.
Orthodox Church in America.  Department of Liturgical Music and Translations.  Music 
     downloads.  http://www.oca.org/MDIndex.asp?SID=13.
     Although still under development this site provides music and the option to listen to some of 

     the music selected.  Liturgical music for Divine Liturgy, Services of the Daily Cycle 

     (Octoechos), Troparion and Kontakion for saints commemorated each month, music for major 

     feasts, and more.
Orthodox Liturgical Texts and Resources.  Online Liturgical Resources.

     http://www.saintjonah.org/services/resources.htm
     Provides links to “Sites that have something of everything,” “Sites with instructional 

     material,” “Rubrics for services,” “Sites with specific liturgical texts.”  An important 

     resources that should be explored.

Orthodox Liturgical Texts and Resources. Orthodox Musical Sources

     http://www.saintjonah.org/services/singing.htm
     This site lists links to “Sites with online audio,” “Sites with sheet music,” and “Music 

     Resources that can be ordered.”  
Orthodox Music.  http://www.angelfire.com/ga/riggs/Orthodox_music/Orthodox_music.html
     Pdf files of music for ordinations, and selections from the Presanctified Liturgy, Liturgy of 

     Pascha, Vigil, Divine Liturgy.  Most in English.

Orthodox Russian Singing.

     http://www.orthodoxrussiansinging.com/09_English_Pages/En_index.html
     “Musical arrangements as sung by the choir of the St. Panteleimon Russian Orthodox Church 

     in Hartford, CT.”

Orthodox Two Part Liturgical Music.  www.orthodoxtwopartmusic.org.
     Free downloads in pdf format of different kinds of chants (primarily Znamenny chant) from

     different Orthodox traditions.  For all men or all women or mixed choir.  Music for Divine 

     Liturgy, Vespers, Matins, festal, weddings, pannikhidas, funerals, baptisms, and much more.

Podoben.  http://stephenhowanetz.tripod.com/
     Adaptations of Orthodox church music in English for male and mixed choirs.  Music provided 

     in pdf files.  Also a list of excellent musical links.

Prologue of Ohrid.  Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of the West.

     http://www.westsrbdio.org/prolog/intro.html
     Full text of the Prologue.

Russian Orthodox Music Scores from the Library of the Synod Cathedral Choir.

     http://www.rocm.org/e_scores.htm
     Obtain your own musical scores with different arrangements for some of the hymns from 

     Liturgy and All-Night Vigil.  Also musical scores from the Pentecostarian and Triodion 
     cycles, hymns from many feasts, special occasions, and more.  All in Slavonic.

Serbian Orthodox Church of North and South America.  Liturgical Contents

      http://www.serborth.org/liturgical_contents.html
     An extensive collection of Serbian chant sheet music with English arrangements.  Print out

     and listen to the music the Resurrectional Troparia, Kontakia, and Prokeimena for the eight 

     tones.  Downloadable music for the Divine Liturgy and much more.

St. John Chrysostom Russian Orthodox Church.  Liturgical Sheet Music in English

     http://music.russianorthodox-stl.org/
     Free downloads of Orthodox Church sheet music in English.  1000+ music arrangements are

     available.  Also sheet music for stichera arranged to Russian Podoben Melodies.  Suitable for 

     small choirs.  

St. Michael’s Greek Catholic Church. Liturgical Music. http://www.saintmichaels.info/music/
     Pdf files of hundreds of music scores by many composers for Nativity services, Divine 

     Liturgy, Great Lent and Pascha and Hierarchical services.  MIDI allows one to listen to the 

     selected piece played by a string quartet.

Traveling Treby. Russian Orthodox Church Music Society.

     http://travelingtreby.org/Printed_Music.html
    Printed music in Church Slavonic and English.
Important Books
Building a Liturgical Library, some practical tips.  By Fr. John Whiteford.  This article is 

     included in with this resource guide in full text.  Gives excellent advice on which texts to 

     purchase first and which editions to buy.  http://www.saintjonah.org/services/library.htm
A Church Singer’s companion; in five parts.  Beltsville, MD:  St. Romanos the Melodist Society.
     http://www.saintromanos.org/
     Pt. 1:  The All Night Vigil.  Vol. 1: Vespers; Vol. 2: Matins.  2003.

Field Guide to Orthodox Church Services.  By Rev. Deacon Serge Arlievsky.  New York:  

    Traveling Treby Russian Orthodox Church Music Society, 1999.  Order from the Society at 3 

    Jockey Lane, New York, NY 10956.  $15.  Order form available from web site:  

    www.travelingtreby.org.

    Provides a graphical flow-chart approach to explaining the order of Orthodox services.  Shows 

    the typical Sunday (and major Feast Day services), and the All-Night Vigil.

A Manual of the Orthodox Church’s Divine Services.  By Archpriest D. Sokolof.  Jordanville: 

      Holy Trinity Monastery, 1975.  Available from Holy Cross Hermitage, Light and Life and 
     Holy Trinity.
     Provides important general overview and information of Orthodox services, rites and feasts.  

     A good source to understand the purpose and general structure of Orthodox church services 

     throughout the year.

Psalter according to the Seventy.  Holy Transfiguration Monastery.  Boston, MA: Holy 
     Transfiguration Monastery,1974.  Available from Holy Transfiguration.
     Together with the Nine Odes and an interpretation of how the Psalter should be read 

     throughout the entire year.
Service Book of the Holy Orthodox-Catholic Apostolic Church.  7th edition.  Compiled, translated 

     And arranged by Isabel Florence Hapgood.  Brooklyn: Syrian Antiochian Orthodox 

     Archdiocese, 1965.  Available from Light and Life.

     Contains translations of portions of services and specific rites of the Orthodox Church.

Service Books
All Night Vigil for Choir and Laity.  Jordanville:  Holy Trinity Monastery, 1998.
     Contains the fixed portions of the Vespers and Matins services.  Should be available in the 
     church for parishioners and visitors to use during the Vigil service.  Available from Holy 

     Trinity, Holy Cross Hermitage, and Light and Life.
Complete musical version in English of the Slavonic plain chant for the services of Great 

     Vespers ad Matins of the Holy Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church.  Chicago: American 

     Orthodox Publishing Association, 1959.
Clergy Service Book: All Night Vigil.  Jordanville:  Holy Trinity Monastery, 2002.

     Contains the full text of Vespers, the Midnight Office, Matins, and the All Night Vigil with 

     the Menologion for the whole year.  Available from Holy Trinity and Light and Life.

Divine Liturgy for Choir and Laity.  Jordanville:  Holy Trinity Monastery, 1998.

     Contains the fixed portions of the Divine Liturgy and some of the Troparion, Kontakion, and 

     Prokeimenon.  Should be available in the church for parishioners and visitors to use during 

     the service.  Available from Holy Trinity, Holy Cross Hermitage, and Light and Life.

Divine Liturgy Liturgical Music.  Compiled by Rev. Vladimir Soroka.  No publication

     information, 1969.
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts.  Compiled and edited by David Drillock.  English translation

      by Rev. John Tkachuk.  St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, n..d.
Music for the All-Night Vigil.  (8 Vols.) Prepared by Timothy J. Clader.  Liberty, TN: St. John of 
     Kronstadt Press, 1991.  Available from St. John of Kronstadt Press.  

     A separate book is needed for each of the eight tones.  Music in 4 parts. A selection of 

     melodies for the unvarying parts of this service.
Music for the Divine Liturgy according to the translation of Holy Trinity Monastery, Jordanville, 
     New York.  Prepared by Timothy J. Clader.  Liberty, TN: St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1996.  
     Available from St. John of Kronstadt Press.

     Music in four parts.  Multiple selections for all the sung portions of the Divine Liturgy.  Also 
     includes material for hierarchical services. 
Prayer Book.  Jordanville: Holy Trinity Monastery.  Available from Holy Trinity, Holy Cross 

     Hermitage, and Light and  Life.

     Contains services of the Orthodox Church.  Morning and evening prayers, Liturgy, Troparia,

     Kondakia of Lent, Pascha, Pentecostarion, Passion Week, Canon to Christ and the Mother of 

     God, Akathist, Communion Prayers and more.

Sluzhebnik: the Order of the Holy and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. Jordanville:  Holy

     Trinity Monastery, 1987.
     Full text in both Slavonic and English of Divine Liturgy according to St. John Chrysostom 
     especially useful for serving clergy.

The Typica, an Orthodox worship service for laymen who are without clergy.  Jordanville: Holy 

    Trinity Monastery, 1987.  
     Full text of this service.  Also available online at
     http://www.saintjonah.org/services/horologion.htm.  This site should be consulted for the 
     variable parts of the services.

Cycle of Services

Divine Prayer and Services of the Catholic Orthodox Church of Christ.  Compiled and arranged 

     by Rev. Seraphim Nassar.  Englewood, NJ: Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 

     North America, 1979.  Available from St. Tikhon’s.
     This is a good companion to the Typicon.  It contains important portions and notes for 

     important feast days and services of the Orthodox church.
The Festal Menaion.  Translated from the Greek by Mother Mary and Archimandrite Kallistos

     Ware.  South Canaan: St. Tikhon’s Seminary Press, 1998.

The Great Horologion.  Brookline: Holy Transfiguration Monastery, 1997. Available from Holy 

     Transfiguration.
     Contains the daily cycle of services, their structure and the text of the unvarying portions of 

     the daily services including the Divine Liturgy.

Lenten Triodion.  Translated from the Greek by Mother Mary and Archimandrite Kallistos Ware. 

     London: Faber and Faber, 1977.  Available from St. Tikhon’s
     The Supplement to the Lenten Triodion is also needed.  Published by the Orthodox Monastery 

     of the Veil of Our Lady.  Available from St. Tikhon’s
Liturgical Calendar. Liberty, TN: St. John of Kronstadt Press.  Published annually.

     Available from St. John of Kronstadt Press.

     Contains a list of commemorations for the day, detailed rubrics for the services of each day of 

     the year, and Scriptural readings.

Menaion of the Orthodox Church.  12 volumes. Translated by Isaac Lambertsen.  Liberty, TN: 
     St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1996.

     Each month contains the prayers and Troparia for the fixed feast days of each months.

Menologion 

     http://www.orthodox.cn/software/menologion3_en.htm.  14 mg downloadable full text file

    After downloading, run setup program and customize for your parish’s usage.

Octoechos, the hymns of the cycle of the eight tones for Sundays and weekdays including the
     eleven Resurrection Gospels and their Stichera and Exapostilaria and the daily
     Exapostilaria. (4 vols.).  Translated from the Church Slavonic by Reader Isaac Lambertsen. 

     Liberty, TN: St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1999.  Available from St. John of Kronstadt Press.
     These books includes both weekday and weekend offices. Two tones in each volume.
Octoechos. Weekday offices, Tones 1-8.  Bussy-en-Othe, France: Orthodox Monastery of the 

     Veil of Our Lady.
Octoechos, Saturday and Sunday offices, Tones 1-8.  Bussy-en-Othe, France: Orthodox 

     Monastery of the Veil of Our Lady.

     Contains the weekly variable texts for each of the eight tones.

The Order of Divine Services according to the usage of the Russian Orthodox Church.  By Peter 

     Fekula and Matthew Williams.  Second edition, revised.  Liberty, TN: St. John of Kronstadt 

     Press, 1997.  Available from St. John of Kronstadt Press and Light and Life
    A companion book to the Liturgical Calendar (see above). Instructions and outlines for the 
    order of Sunday, weekday and feast day services.  

Pentecostarion.  Boston: Holy Transfiguration Monastery, 1990. Unavailable until sometime in 

     2010 from Holy Transfiguration.  A three volume, spiral bound set is available from Light

     and Life.
     Text of the variable portions of services performed from Pascha to the Sunday of All 
     Saints. 
St. Herman’s Calendar.  Platina: St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood.  Published annually.
     Available from St. Herman of Alaska Press.

     Lists the saints commemorated each day of the year along with citations to the daily Gospel 

     readings.

Books for Specific Services and Rites

Abridged Typicon.  Edited by Feodor S. Kovalchuk.  2nd edition.  South Canaan: St. Tikhon’s 

     Seminary Press, 1985.  

     The Typicon contains the rules for conducting the Divine Liturgy and the regulations and

     rubrics for other ceremonies.

Baptism – English and Serbian. Available from St. Tikhon’s Seminary Press
     Contains the service in both English and Serbian.

Baptism Service Book.  Translation by E. Constantinides.  Available from Light and Life.

     Contains the entire service in English and Greek.
Book of Akathists. Jordanville: Holy Trinity Monastery. Available from Holy Trinity and Holy

     Cross Hermitage.

     Vol. 1:  To our Saviour, the Mother of God, and various saints

     Vol. 2:  To our Lord, the Mother of God, and various saints

Book of Needs, Abridged.  South Canaan: St. Tikhon’s Seminary Press, 1987. 
    Services for special events when a priest is called to perform these services.  Includes prayers 

    blessings and services served away from the church itself.      

Feast of the Nativity of Christ. Compiled and edited by Rev. Theodore Heckman.  St. Vladimir’s 

    Seminary Press, n.d.
Holy and Great Pascha of the Lord, A Church Singer’s Companion.  Beltsville:  St. Romanos the 

     Melodist Society.  Available from Holy Cross Hermitage.

     Music for a four-part choir in the Russian Orthodox Church style.  Complete hymns for 

     Pascha and the Theotokia for Bright Week.

Holy Matrimony.  OCA translation.  Available from Light and Life.

     Contains the text of the service of Holy Matrimony and questions and answers concerning 

     problems of marriage from an Orthodox perspective.
Music from the 1999 St. Romanos the Melodist Society Conference—Moleiben, Vigil and Divine

     Liturgy.  Beltsville: St. Romanos the Melodist Society.  Available from Holy Cross

     Hermitage.
     Music for all the fixed hymns of Matins and Liturgy in four parts.

The Lamentations of Matins of Holy and Great Saturday.  Boston: Holy Transfiguration 

     Monastery, 1981.  Available from Holy Transfiguation Monastery.

     Text of the Lamentations chanted on Friday night of Holy Week.  Also includes a homily by 

     St. Epiphanius, bishop of Cyprus on the burial of Christ.

Pannykhida: Pt. 5, Vol. 1.  Beltsville: St. Romanos the Melodist Society.  Available from Holy 

     Cross Hermitage.

     Contain the complete service, both text and music.
Panikhida.  South Canaan: St. Tikhon’s Seminary Press, 1992.  
     Contains the text of the service

Panikhida—English, Slavonic and Serbian

     Spiral bound.  In three language side by side.

The Rite of the Mystery of Holy Unction.  Russkiy Pastyr, 2004.  
     Full text of this service.

The Twelve Passion Gospels.  Jordanville:  Holy Trinity Monastery, 1984.  Available from Holy

     Trinity.
     Text of the twelve Gospels read during the evening service on Great and Holy Thursday.
For Altar Servers

Altar Server’s Guide to the Liturgies. (OCA style)

     Available from Light and Life.

Altar Boy’s Guide in serving the Divine Liturgy.  Compiled by Fr. P. W. Moses and Fr. Elyas 

     Kurban. (Antiochian style)  Available from Light and Life.

     Contains the text of the Liturgy with instructions for altar boys in the margins.
The Divine Liturgy: a General guide for Altar Servers.  Milford, CT:  Pantokrator Press, 1995.

      (ROCOR style).  Available from Light and Life

     General instructions for Altar-servers and an outline guide to the Divine Liturgy of St. John 

     Chrysostom, the After Communion Prayers, and a glossary of Liturgical terms.

Where to Order Books and Music
Holy Cross Hermitage

RR2 Box 2343

Wayne, WV 25570

304.849.2072
http://www.holycross-hermitage.com/kiosk.html
Holy Trinity Monastery Bookstore

P. O. Box 36

Jordanville, NY 13361-0036

Email:  bookstore@jordanville.org
http://www.jordanville.org/news_080623_1.html
Holy Transfiguration Monastery

278 Warren St.

Brookline, MA 02445-5927

800-227-1629

Email:  orders@thehtm.org
http://www.thehtm.org/catalog/index.php
Light and Life Publishing

4808 Park Glen Rd.

Minneapolis, MN 55416

952-925-3888

www.light-n-life.com
St. Herman of Alaska Press
P.O. Box 70
Platina, CA 96076

Email:  stherman@stherman.com
http://www.stherman.com/
St. John of Kronstadt Press
1180 Orthodox Way

Liberty, TN 37095

615-536-5239

http://www.sjkp.org
St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary Bookstore

P.O. Box B
South Canaan, PA 18459

888-454-6678

Email:  bookstore@stspress.com
http://www.stspress.com/
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