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St. John the Almsgiver
Circa 550 - 619
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Commemorated November 12/25
Reference Guide prepared for the occasion of a
 Krsna Slava honoring the Saint
SELECTED SOURCES ON THE LIFE OF ST. JOHN
Butler’s Lives of the saints, vol. 1.  Edited, revised and supplemented by Herbert J.
      Thurston, and Donald Attwater.  Norwalk, CT: Easton Press, 1995, p. 153-155.  Call 
      no. 282.0922 But

Jacobus de Voragine.  The Golden legend, readings on the saints, vol. 1.  Translated by 

     William Granger Ryan.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993, p. 113-118.

John the Merciful.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John_the_Merciful
Life of St. John the Almsgiver.  Etna, CA: Eastern Orthodox Books, 1986.

Menaion of the Orthodox Church, Vol. 3: November.  “Commemoration of our Father

     among the Saints John, Patriarch of Alexandria, the Almsgiver.”  Liberty, TN: St. 

     John of Kronstadt Press, 1998, p. 117.

Nikolai (Velimirovic), Bishop.  The Prologue from Ochrid, vol. 4 (November 12). 

     Birmingham: Lazarica Press, 1986, p. 188.

Three Byzantine Saints, contemporary biographies of St. Daniel the Stylite, St. 
     Theodore of Sykeon and St. John the Almsgiver. Translated from the Greek by 
     Elizabeth Dawes & Norman H. Baynes.  Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
     Press, 1977.  Call no. 270.20922 Daw

Urwin, Kenneth.  The Life of Saint John the Almsgiver, 2 vols.  London: Anglo Norman 

     Texts Society, 1980.
WEB SITES WITH CONNECTIONS TO ST. JOHN
Church of St. John the Almsgiver in Novgorod.  This church was constructed in 1422 to

     resemble the typical classical Novgorodian churches of that time.  The church 

     underwent major alternations in the 16th century.  To see a photo of this church:
http://content.lib.washington.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/eurasia&CIS  OPTR=3729&CISOBOX=1&REC=1
Medieval Sourcebook at Fordham University.  This site contains the chapter on St. John 
     taken from Three Byzantine Saints.  (See above for complete citation to book.) 
     http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/john-almsgiver.html
Palace Chapel (Buda Castle).  This chapel is dedicated to St. John the Almsgiver and

for a time housed the relics of the saint.  For information and a color drawing of the chapel see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_Chapel_(Buda_Castle)\
San Giovanni in Bragora.  Chapel of Saint John the Almsgiver.  This chapel, dedicated to 

     St. John, was built in the late 15th century, and contains relics of the saint.  

     http://www.savevenice.org/site/pp.asp?c=9eIHKWMHF&b=71180
San Giovanni Elemosinario.  This church in Venice, founded in 1071, is dedicated to St.
     John the Almsgiver.  It was completely destroyed by fire in 1514 and reconstructed by 

     1531.  Above the altar is a painting by Titian depicting St. John.
     For information on the church see: 

http://www.slowtrav.com/blog/annienc/2008/04/san_giovanni_elemosinario.html
     and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Giovanni_Elemosinario
     and (this site shows photos of the interior of the church) http://www.veniceinitaly.com/venice_churches/Church_San_Giovanni_Elemosinario_Venice/Church_San_Giovanni_Elemosinario_Venice.php
     For a photo of the painting by Titian above the altar in this church see:

     www.the.athenaeum.org/art/full.php?ID=36989
     For a good photo of the church exterior see: 

     http://travel.webshots.com/photo/1133869485055017261bBiiOl
St. Martin’s Cathedral (Bratislava, Slovakia).  The body of St. John lies in St. John the 

     Merciful Chapel of this cathedral.  
     For information about the cathedral:  

     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Martin%27s_Cathedral
     For a photo of the interior of the Chapel of St. John the Almsgiver see:

     http://flickr.com/photos/17862476@N00/1582460493
ST.  JOHN THE ALMSGIVER IN MODERN TIMES
History of the Hospitallers until 1798.  “A Short history of the Order of St. John of
     Jerusalem, Pt. 1: The Order of St. John of Jerusalem to 1798.”  The history of this

     Order can be traced back to before the First Crusade when St. John generously helped 

     pilgrims visiting Jerusalem with money and food as well as refugees following the 

     sack of Jerusalem in 614.  http://www.orderstjohn.org/osj/sthist1.htm
Order of St. John.  This is a large international charity providing first aid, care and 
     support services in 42 countries worldwide with over 25,000 members.  This web site 
     shows how the Order was active during the 2008 Beijing Olympics by providing 
     standby ambulance services.  http://www.orderofstjohn.org
Orthodox Christian Education.  St. John the Almsgiver: For the Thanksgiving Holiday.
     This site for children presents a brief life of St. John and learning activities including 

     a word scramble, an icon to color, and vocabulary words to reinforce the theme of

     turning one’s attention to others, as St. John did in his time, for the Thanksgiving

     holiday. http://orthodoxeducation.blogspot.com/2008/10/st-john-almsgiver.html
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

Moschos, John.  The Spiritual meadow.  Translated by John Wortley.  House Springs,
     MO: Holy Cross Hermitage, 1992.   This book is included because John Moschos 

    provides a connection to St. John in that Moschos traveled widely in Egypt at the time 

    that St. John was Patriarch of Alexandria.
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16th century icon of St. Cyril of Alexandria
and St. John the Almsgiver from the monastery

of St. Neophytos on Cyprus.

http://actsofhope.blogspot.com/2007/06/cyril-of-alexandria-who-is-he-and-whatt.html
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